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DESCRIPTION 
The San Ignacio Lagoon is a world-renowned example of strong 
management principles combined with conscientious eco-tourism 
that effectively protects a unique natural phenomenon. 
 
A typical day in the Lagoon: Wake for a sunrise cup of tea or freshly      
ground coffee and enjoy the breakfast array before heading out for 
your morning whale-watching excursion. Boarding the skiff, enjoy 
the 15 minute boat ride to the whale watching area where hundreds 
of whales congregate in San Ignacio Lagoon from December through 
April to mate, give birth and frolic in the shallow lagoon. While you 
are exploring the whales of the lagoon our crew will prepare a 
delectable lunch from fresh caught seafood and locally raised beef – 
fish tacos, scallops and filets are always on the menu! Back in camp, 
after your second whale watching excursion that afternoon, share 
stories, enjoy the sunset, imbibe in your favorite happy hour drink 
and snack, then savor a scrumptious dinner. Your night is spent in 
our incredibly comfortable cabanas, equipped with traditional 
mattresses, cushy bedding, hand-sink 
and oceanfront view.    
 

Stay three or more nights at the lagoon. 
Flexible and custom itineraries allow you 
to plan your perfect Baja Adventure! Visit 
San Ignacio, Loreto, La Paz, San Jose del 
Cabo and more! 

SAN IGNACIO 
LAGOON AND 

BEYOND! 

What to Expect: 
 A one-way transport from San 

Diego with charter flight direct 

to the lagoon is perfect for the 

leisurely Baja explorer. Enjoy 

your custom adventure to see 

the gray whales and continue 

on to the highlights of the Sea 

of Cortez. 

 Cabañas are ideally situated at 

water’s edge with dining 

palapas/cantina, hot water 

showers, double-occupancy 

raised cabins with traditional 

mattresses, hand sinks, 

comfortable bedding, and an 

awe-inspiring waterfront view. 

 Enjoy twice daily whale 

watching excursions from 

motorized skiffs accompanied 

by experienced captain and 

naturalist guide each full day. 

 Continue on to Loreto, La Paz, 

or Cabo San Lucas - we will 

help you create the ideal trip! 

whales@cabanassanignacio.com  

www.cabanassanignacio.com 

MX: 01 800 221 2252 

US: 1 800 843 6967 

www.bajaex.com 

Photo: Jose Sanchez 
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PRIVATE FLIGHT FROM NEAR SAN DIEGO -  
Meet at Hacienda Suites in Old Town San Diego for 
the fastest, most comfortable way to arrive directly 
to the San Ignacio Lagoon airstrip! Spend three or 
more nights in our comfortable cabanas: enjoying 
all meals, refreshments, and whale watching daily 
(before meeting your ground transport to Loreto. 
You can fly out of Loreto, or continue on to La Paz 
to see Isla Espíritu Santo or all the way to land’s 

end at Los Cabos. International flights depart from all three cities. Return flight not included. 
Custom itineraries will have custom prices. Price depends upon your desired trip itinerary.  
 

On the morning of your first day, meet your group leader in the lobby of Hacienda Hotel at 
9:30 AM. We will board our tour bus to cross over to Tijuana where our 14 seat plane(s) will 
whisk you away to an untouched world filled with whales. Land in the San Ignacio Airport, 
minutes from our comfortable outpost. Upon arrival, an orientation to camp procedures and 
assignment of cabañas will leave you fully prepared to begin your adventure. Arrive in time 
for lunch and enjoy an afternoon whale watching excursion.  
 
You will have time to relax and explore the surroundings or bird 
watch this afternoon. Over 225 species of birds have been spotted 
in the Lagoon. Pelicans, cormorants, egrets, herons, ibis, ospreys, 
plovers and oystercatchers are all commonly seen this time of year.  
 
Happy Hour begins around sunset, followed by a delicious welcome 
dinner. After dinner, your guide will give you detailed information 
about the schedule for the next day and answer all of your 
questions. (L, D) 
 

For our early birds, the day starts with a cold breakfast of cereals, yogurt, fruits and coffee at 7AM, 
followed by a Mexican-influenced hot breakfast buffet beginning at 8AM. Each excursion starts with 
a short, 15-minute skiff ride into the whale-viewing area of the lagoon, where we can observe the gray 
whales spy hopping, breaching, and nurturing their young.  
 

CABANAS SAN IGNACIO LAGOON 

 GETTING THERE - SAN IGNACIO LAGOON  

Mission of Our Lady of Loreto 

ITINERARY ~ Day 2 

ITINERARY ~ DAY 1 
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WHALE WATCH EXCURSION 

 
Each skiff is accompanied by an 
experienced guide and skiff 
driver, who can point out the 
many whale behaviors you will 
see. After approximately an hour 
and a half of whale watching, we 
return to our camp. 
 

 

LUNCH - SAN IGNACIO STYLE 

Enjoy a delicious lunch of local indulgences like freshly caught 
scallops  - callos empanizados o al ajo - breaded or garlic 
sautéed. Enjoy a siesta or a book from our camp library during 
this bit of free time.  

 
WHALE WATCH EXCURSION 

We'll spot more gray whales and 
their calves in the lagoon during 
our early afternoon excursion, 
leaving around 2pm. No two 
whale watching outings are the 
same. Ask any Naturalist in this 
lagoon and they will rave about 
the variety of behaviors that we 
see through the course of the 
season and even through the day!  

 
SUNSET HAPPY HOUR 

After our return, you can take a 
solar heated hot water shower or 
relax under the palapa before our 
sunset happy hour each day. Both 
alcohol ic  and non -alcohol ic 
bev erages  are  s erv ed wit h 
tantalizing appetizers. If you like, 
you can pull up a camp chair and 
watch the sun sink below the 
horizon and listen to the whales 
spouting in the lagoon. 
 

Vizcaino Biosphere 

Reserve 
 

 Latin America’s largest 

protected area. 

 

 Over 500,000 migratory 

birds winter in Coastal 

Pacific Baja. 

 

 1/3 of the 450 species of 

plants are found in shrub-

like forms. 

 

 This is the most remote, 

least populated area in the 

country—less than one 

person per 2 km! 

CABANAS SAN IGNACIO LAGOON 

PACKING LIST 
Please also see complete list in Core 

Packet 

 

 Light jacket, windbreaker or 

fleece 

 Layered clothing - from warm 

clothes down to short sleeves 

and shorts.  

 Warm socks and hat, gloves 

 Small dry bag for personal 

items on skiff outings 

 Polarized sunglasses, hat 

 Camera, charger 

 Day pack for water bottle, 

hat, chapstick, etc. 

 Reusable water bottle 

 Sunscreen 

 Flashlight or headlamp 

 Walking shoes and sandals 

 Travel alarm clock 

 Personal effects 

 
Don’t forget to complete your 

Personal Information Form on-line 

at: 

Rick Hazard 2010 



 

4 

 CABANAS SAN IGNACIO LAGOON 

After breakfast we will head out for one last whale watching excursion. After lunch, we pack and say 
our last good-byes to the San Ignacio Lagoon. Your car will be waiting to deliver you to the Sea of 
Cortez side of the peninsula. Travel through San Ignacio town, Santa Rosalía, and Mulege on the 
way to Loreto. There are many fun activities in San Ignacio and throughout Baja. Ask us about the 
variety of activities like mule rides to cave paintings, blue whale excursions from Loreto, kayaking 
Isla Espiritu Santo, and more! 

(B/L). This is a general itinerary and is subject to change.  

LAST DAY ~ DEPART SAN IGNACIO LAGOON ~  

 

DELICIOUS DINNER    

 
Dinner is buffet-style, and often includes pescado (fish), carne 
(meat) or pollo (chicken) along with home-made tortillas, vegetables, 
rice and dessert. A vegetarian option is always available. After dinner, 
one of our experienced guides will present a natural history talk to 
help you learn more about the Baja Peninsula, its local people and the marine wildlife of the Lagoon. 
Be sure to take advantage of the opportunity to star-gaze while you are here, too.  
 

REPEAT AS DESIRED 

 
Enjoy one more complete day in camp, do as you wish - whales, birds, 
walks, paddle, read - do it all! There will be two whale watching 
excursions, we can organize a mangrove paddle in our kayaks, you can 
even make a visit to the local escuela - school. Soak up the simplicity 
of the San Ignacio lagoon, or even check your emails with our satellite 
internet (seriously). On your last evening, join our Mexican fiesta 
farewell dinner as you create another fond memory. (B/L/D daily) 
Please tell us if you would like to stay more nights in the Cabañas.   

USEFUL SPANISH 
Gray Whale - Ballena Gris 

Baby whale - Cría or ballenato 

Spout - Soplo 

Fin - Aleta 

Female - Hembra 

Male - Macho 

ITINERARY ~ DAYS IN CAMP ~  

Rick Hazard 2010 

Rick Hazard 2010 
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3096 Palm Street, San Diego, California 92104 

Toll free: 800-843-6967 or  858-581-3311 In Mexico: 01 800 221 2252 or 612-123-4900  

E-mail: whales@cabanassanignacio.com or travel@bajaex.com  Website: www.bajaex.com 

 AND BEYOND! 

ISLA ESPIRITU SANTO ECO-CAMP 
With departures direct from La Paz, this UNESCO World Heritage is worth the trip! Snorkel with 
playful sea lions, paddle deserted coasts, hike up colorful arroyos - each day brings new surprises!  
 
A typical day begins with  a sunrise cup of coffee or tea as the sea awakens; wonderful fresh breakfast 
of fruit, yogurt, cereal, and juice accompanied by handmade tortillas, scrambled eggs a la mexicana, 
beans and salsa. Head out for your first activity, and return for lunch. An afternoon activity will leave 
you thirsty for happy hour and hungry for a delicious dinner. Sleep in our comfortable safari style 

tents with platform beds and enjoy the tranquility of the 
sea. We have endless options of kayaking, hiking, and 
snorkeling activities to choose from to keep even the most 
active of travelers entertained! Available on a nightly basis. 

San Ignacio Town: Stop by Casa Leree to 
see the presentation of the history of the 
people of San Ignacio before you head over 
to the mission and the Cultural museum. 
 
Santa Rosalia: Visit the church by Eifel and 
a delicious panaderia. 
 

Loreto: A quaint town with a lot to see, the missions of San 
Javier, the church square- Nuestra Senora de Loreto Concho, 
the sierras, and don’t forget the blue whales of the Sea of 
Cortez! At least two nights here are recommended.  
 
La Paz: Visit the capital of Baja California Sur, where Espiritu 
Santo Island is the main attraction. 
 
Los Cabos: San Jose del Cabo and Cabo San Lucas - Excellent international flight fares and you can 
see the famous arch! 

AND BEYOND! ~ SAN IGNACIO, LORETO, LA PAZ, LOS CABOS 

mailto:travel@bajaex.com
http://www.bajaex.com/

