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DESCRIPTION 
A Charter flight from near San Diego delivers you to the lagoon of San 
Ignacio, a remote and pristine desert world – the perfect place from 
which to observe the gray whales in their winter breeding grounds.  
 
In between whale watching excursions, you can kayak through the 
labyrinth mangrove estuaries to bird watch in this natural aviary, or 
comb the peaceful shoreline to discover remnants of the sea.  
 
Our catered camp is situated at water’s edge with safari -style tents, 
cabanas, raised beds, and solar-heated showers to make your days and 
nights comfortable and carefree. With delicious Mexican food and 
happy hour each evening, capture a lifetime of memories as you grow 
to love and respect the gray whales as much as we do. This trip begins 
with a rendezvous at the Hacienda Hotel in San Diego.   Upon checking 
into the hotel, ask the front desk staff for your Baja Expeditions 
Welcome Letter that contains important trip information.  

SAN IGNACIO LAGOON 
WHALE WATCHING CAMP 

What to Expect: 
 This trip begins and ends in     

San Diego, California. We 

recommend you stay the night 

before and after your trip to 

ensure adequate time for flights 

to/from San Diego. 

 5 days / 4 nights comfortable, 

catered camping. 

 Base camp is ideally situated at 

water’s edge with double -

occupancy, walk-in tents and 

cabanas, raised beds, bedding and 

warm water showers. 

 Three full days of whale watching 

excursions twice each day from 

motorized skiffs, accompanied by 

experienced skiff drivers and 

guides. 

 Optional hiking, bird watching, 

kayaking, beachcombing and star 

gazing. 

 Level of difficulty: Easy 

 Maximum no. of participants: 24 

THE WORLD’S LEADER IN ECO-ADVENTURES TO BAJA 

3096 Palm Street 

San Diego, CA 92104 

1 800 843 6967 

www.bajaex.com 

travel@bajaex.com 
To make your reservations please contact the hotel directly and tell them you are with the  

Baja Expeditions Group. 

Hacienda Hotel www.haciendahotel-oldtown.com 
800 888 1991 or 619 298 4707 

http://hoteloccidental-sandiego.com
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ITINERARY 

 

Our whale watching adventure 
begins as you meet the Baja 
Expeditions representative in the 
lobby of the Hacienda Hotel, packed 
and ready to go at 9:30am. We 
suggest you carry a lightweight 
jacket or fleece and a small pack with 
personal items for the plane trip 

today. First you will travel by comfortable motor coach to the 
private sector of the Tijuana International airport, approximately 
30 minutes from the hotel.  
 
Once we clear customs and obtain tourist visas the hard part is 
over. Relax in a private waiting area and enjoy a picnic -style 
lunch. The planes we use are 14-passenger Caravans. Though not 
luxurious, all the planes are very sturdy and reliable. Snacks and 
bottled water are available throughout the day.  
 
Baggage weight is restricted to 30 lbs. Our airplane will already be 
waiting for us, and—after a quick baggage inspection—take us to 
the Lagoon’s landing strip, where we'll arrive approximately two 
hours later (depending on weather conditions).  
 

The flight is filled with scenic vistas 
and is truly a unique experience. Our 
guides will greet you at the airstrip 
before heading to our camp. Upon 
arrival, an orientation to camp 
procedures and assignment of tents 
will leave you fully prepared to begin 
your adventure. 

 
You have time to relax and explore the surroundings or bird watch this afternoon. Over 225 
species of birds have been spotted in the Lagoon. Pelicans, cormorants, egrets, herons, ibis, 
ospreys, plovers and oystercatchers are all commonly seen this time of year. Happy Hour begins 
at 5:30 PM, followed by a delicious welcome dinner.  
After dinner, your guide will give you detailed information on the schedule for the next day and 
answer all your questions. (L, D) 

DAY 1 ~ SAN DIEGO TO SAN IGNACIO LAGOON 

Packing list 
Please also see complete list in 

Core Packet 
 

 Layered clothing: t-shirts 

and shorts to warm pants  

 Warm jacket, hat, and 

socks. 

 Warm hat and sun hat 

 Day pack for water bottle, 

hat, chapstick, etc. 

 Small dry bag for personal 

items 

 Head lamp or flashlight 

 Walking shoes and 

sandals 

 Polarized sunglasses 

 Camera, charger and 

memory card (s) 

 Travel alarm clock 

 P e r s o n a l  e f f e c t s : 

medicines, toiletries, etc. 

 Sunscreen 

 Books and journal 

 Valid passport 
Don’t forget to complete your 

Personal Information Form on-line 

at: 

https://www.bajaex.com/pif.aspx 

SAN IGNACIO LAGOON WHALE WATCHING CAMP 

https://www.bajaex.com/Forms/BEX-General-Personal-Information-Form.aspx
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SAN IGNACIO LAGOON WHALE WATCHING CAMP 

As the sun rises over the mountains, take a moment to enjoy the 
pure serenity of the San Ignacio Lagoon. For our early birds, we 
have cold breakfast of cereals, yogurt, fruits and coffee available 
at first light followed by a Mexican-influenced hot buffet 
breakfast beginning at 8AM. 

On your first full day in camp, you will be 
fitted with a PFD (life jacket) and water-proof 
wading boots that you'll use while in camp. 
After a short safety briefing, it's finally time 
for your first excursion to see the gray whales!  

Each excursion starts with a short, 10-15 
minute skiff ride into the whale-viewing area of the Lagoon. Here 
we can observe the gray whales spy hopping/head-ups, breaching, 

playing, and nurturing their young. 
Each skiff is accompanied by an 
experienced guide and skiff driver, 
who can point out the many whale 
behaviors you will see. After 
approximately 90 minutes of whale 
watching, we return to our camp. 
Enjoy lunch; then it's time for a short 
walk along the beach or just relaxing 

with a book from our camp library. We will see more gray whales and their calves in the lagoon 
during our early afternoon excursion. No two whale watch outings are alike!  

After you return from your second jaw-dropping 
excursion feel free to take a warm water shower or 
relax before our daily happy hour, which begins 
before sunset each day. Both alcoholic and non-
alcoholic beverages are served, along with 
tantalizing appetizers. If you like, you can pull up a 
camp chair and watch the sun sink below the horizon 
and listen to the whales spouting in the Lagoon.  

Dinner is buffet-style, and often includes pescado 
(fish), carne (meat) or pollo (chicken) along with 
home-made tortillas, vegetables, rice and dessert. A 
vegetarian option is always available. After dinner, 
one of our experienced guides will present a natural 

Vizcaíno Biosphere 

Reserve 
 

 Mexico’s largest protected 

area. 

 The San Ignacio lagoon was 

inscribed as a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site in 

1993. 

 Over 500,000 migratory 

birds winter in Coastal 

Pacific Baja. 

 Nesting birds include: 

Osprey, Brown  Pelican, 

Reddish Egret, Terns, and 

Snowy Plover.  

 Sea turtles, seals, dolphins 

and many important fish 

species inhabit the lagoon. 

 This is the most remote, 

least populated area in the 

country—less than one 

person per 2 km! 

DAYS 2 - 4 SAN IGNACIO WHALE WATCHING CAMP 
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3096 Palm Street, San Diego, California 92104 

Toll free: 800-843-6967 or  858-581-3311 In Mexico: 612-123-4900 Fax: 858-430-9473 

E-mail: travel@bajaex.com  Website: www.bajaex.com 

 SAN IGNACIO LAGOON WHALE WATCHING CAMP 

After breakfast, pack your belongings and say your last good-byes to San Ignacio Lagoon. Mid-
morning our Baja Expeditions bus will transfer you to the landing strip where you will board the 
airplane. Once we land, our chartered bus will be waiting to deliver us back to the hotel. Our 
arrival at the Hacienda Hotel in San Diego is planned for early evening. We recommend that you 
schedule your return flight for the following morning in case of any delay. (B/L)  

This is a general itinerary and is subject to change. Hotel nights in San Diego before the trip and on 
the evening of Day 5 are not included in the trip fee.   

DAY 5 ~ SAN IGNACIO LAGOON TO SAN DIEGO 

Photo: Jose Sanchez 

history talk to help you learn more about the Baja Peninsula, its local people and the marine 
wildlife of the Lagoon. Be sure to take advantage of the opportunity to star -gaze while you are 
here, too. On your last evening, join our Mexican fiesta farewell dinner as you create another 
fond memory. (B/L/D daily) 

This year we are combining our whale watching camp with our 
Cabanas San Ignacio. Please inquire about available upgrades to 
cabanas accommodations. We look forward to re-opening Campo 
Ramon and running flights to the cabanas Spring 2013. The camp does 
provide some valuable upgrades: with internet access, you can 
remain in-touch with family (or choose to never sign on) and ability to 
charge multiple devices during the day with our solar and wind 
powered energy. The palapa is used as our main dining room, venue 
for natural history presentations, and is complete with a bar, a 
unique library of books and magazines, and a small gift shop.  

mailto:travel@bajaex.com
http://www.bajaex.com/

